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What makes a good dashboard?
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InteractiveClear Goal User Friendly



What makes a good dashboard?
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- What message is the dashboard supposed to convey?

- What information is the dashboard going to show?

- Who is my audience?

- How will it be used?

- Device considerations



What makes a good dashboard?
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Size Colour Layout



Tools for making good dashboards

• Coolors https://coolors.co/ 

• ColorBrewer https://colorbrewer2.org/#type=sequential&scheme=BuGn&n=3 

https://coolors.co/
https://colorbrewer2.org/#type=sequential&scheme=BuGn&n=3


Two groups of dashboards

•Snapshot dashboard
- Summarize data
- Tel story or make claim

•Monitoring dashboard
- Dynamic
- Values of interest
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Snapshot 
Dashboards
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Snapshot Dashboards

• Data: Snapshot of time

• Viewing Frequency: Once

• Style: Branding/ story telling

• Purposes:

- Information

- Explanation

- Persuasion

- Analysis
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Monitoring 
Dashboards
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Monitoring Dashboards
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• Data: Updates intermittently

• Viewing Frequency: Reoccurring

• Style: Muted colour scheme vs. bold colours

• Purposes:

- Performance Evaluation

- Status

- Progress

- Analysis
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