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Sustainable conservation
The Sustainable Development Goals are applied by SANParks through the lens of conservation, 
community development and sustainable tourism. 

In Kruger National Park (KNP) the focus is particularly on protected area management, biodiversity 
conservation and socio-economic upliftment.
By integrating scientific research, conservation practices, and community involvement, KNP aims to 
create a sustainable, thriving environment where both wildlife and people can coexist. 

Key aspects:
• Ecosystem-based Management
• Species Monitoring and Research
• Sustainable Development
• Community and Stakeholder Involvement

• Vision2040
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 Ecosystem-based Management
•Veld Condition Assessments

-1989- present  grass surveys of key grasses conducted at 
over 500 sites

•Exclosure vegetation monitoring
-2000  2 exclosures were erected ( 10 yearly woody and 5 
yearly grass surveys)

-Phenology monitoring document when certain plants 
flower 

Asner, Levick, Smit, et al 2013



• Fire Scar mapping
• 1941- present (annually)

• Experimental Burn Plots 
• 1940’s

 



• River Flow
• 1942 daily

• River Quality
• 1983 quarterly

• River Health Program-SASS
• 2005 Bi-annually

• Groundwater
• 2007 (hourly) 

• Diatoms 
• 2015

 



 Species Monitoring and Research

•  Black and White Rhino
• 2007 started with Block counts
• Conducted annually to cover South of KNP and a few areas 

in North 

• Large Herbivore census ( incl giraffe, impala, kudu, zebra 
wildebeest, waterbuck, warthog and elephant bulls) 
• 1977 park wide counts 
• 1997 technique changed to distance sampling-  27% of area 

surveyed bi-annually
 





 Sustainable development
•Infrastructure Management

•Conservation Development Framework

•Climate Vulnerability







Climate Vulnerability



 Vision2040
A collaborative, inclusive process that will re-imagine and co-
create a new future for national protected areaswith a rigorous 
effort to include the citizens of the country and the world in the co-
creation of National Protected areas of the future.
•Living Landscapes



Greater Kruger Strategic Development Program





Thank you
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